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First  Nine Weeks 

First Civilizations and Empires, Pre-history to 500 CE    (Duration 7 - 9  Weeks) 

Big Ideas: 1. Systematic agriculture brought huge economic, political, and social changes for early humans. 
2. Fertile soil between the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers allowed an early civilization to flourish in Mesopotamia. 
3. The Israelites’ belief in one God resulted in a distinct society. 
4. India created a rigged social system based on class and spread their ideas and influence throughout the world by trading with other 

empires.  
5. Hinduism and Buddhism share some common beliefs.  
6. China developed unique philosophies, political theories, and products that would influence and shape the world.  
7. Differences between Athenian and Spartan values led to different forms of government that helped shape Western Civilization.  
8. The Romans spread both Greek and Roman contributions to art, architecture, and literature throughout the empire. 

9. The new European civilization combined Germanic, Roman, and Christian elements.  
10. The Byzantine Empire created a unique civilization that was eventually weakened by the Crusades. 

Essential 

Questions: 

1. What is the difference between a primary and secondary source, and what makes one more important than the other?  
2. Is geography the most pivotal factor in human development? Why or why not? 
3. What forces shaped the migratory patterns of early people? 
4. What is a civilization and how do we define it? 
5. How did the monotheism of the Israelites differ from religious beliefs of previous and other cultures?   
6. How wide-spread was the influence of Greek and Roman culture?  
7. What factors contributed to the destabilization of the Roman Republic and the fall of the Roman Empire? 
8. Why was Rome the center of the Christian world for the period between 400-1500 AD?  
9. Was the Byzantine Empire the new Roman Empire? 
10. In what ways did the Silk Road represent cultural diffusion?  

Vocabulary  Prehistory 

 Neolithic revolution 

 Polytheistic/Monotheistic 

 City-State 

 Civilization 

 Cuneiform  

 Hieroglyphics 

 Code of Hammurabi 

 Mesopotamia 

 Israelites 
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 Sanskrit 

 Silk Road 

 Confucianism 

 Polis 

 Philosophy 

 New/Old Testament 

 Koran 

 Pope 

 Patriarch 

 Constantinople 
 

Strand Concept PO Standards: Priority (PS)/ Supporting (SS) / Interdisciplinary (IS) HUSD Support Materials & Resources 

S2 C1 PO1 

(SS)   Interpret historical data displayed in maps, graphs, tables, charts, and geologic time 
scales. 
 

 

S2 C1 PO4 
(SS)   Construct graphs, tables, timelines, charts, and narratives to interpret historical data. 
 

 

S2 C1 PO5 
(PS)     Evaluate primary and secondary sources. 
 

 

S2 C2 PO1 
(PS)    Analyze the development and historical significance of Hinduism, Judaism, Buddhism, 
Christianity, and Islam. 
 

 

S2 C2 PO2 
(PS)     Describe the development of early prehistoric people, their agriculture, and 
settlements. 
 

 

S2 C2 PO3 
 (PS)    Analyze the development and historical significance of Hinduism, Judaism, 
Buddhism, Christianity, and Islam. 

 

S2 C2 PO4 
 (PS)     Analyze the enduring Chinese contributions and their impact on other civilizations. 
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Arizona Department of Education Common Core Standards 

Grade Cluster Standard Common Core Standards Explanations & Examples HUSD Support Materials & 

Resources 

10 R  

 Determine the central ideas 
or information of a primary 
or secondary source; provide 
an accurate summary that 
makes clear the relationships 
among the key details and 
ideas. 

 

 Determine the meaning of 
words and phrases as they 
are used in a text, including 
analyzing how an author 
uses and refines the 
meaning of a key term over 
the course of a text (e.g., 
how Madison defines faction 
in Federalist No. 10). 

 

The standard asks students to create a chain of 

causation which can be supported by details from the 

text.  When such a chain cannot be clearly built, 

students are to acknowledge that causation is not 

complete and clear 

 

10 W  

 Write arguments focused on 
discipline-specific content 

 

 Introduce precise, 
knowledgeable claim(s), 
establish the significance of 
the claim(s), 

 

 distinguish the claim(s) from 
alternate or opposing claims, 

The standard asks students to evaluate a primary source 

noting how its structure reinforces its meaning. 

Students identify the parts of text and how they work 

together as a whole. They identify thesis statements, 

supporting details, and conclusions, as well as transition 

statements. They recognize the power of voice and 

diction in texts. 
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and create an organization 
that logically sequences the 
claim(s), counterclaims, 
reasons, and evidence. 

 

 Develop claim(s) and 
counterclaims fairly and 
thoroughly, supplying the 
most relevant data and 
evidence for each while 
pointing out the strengths 
and limitations of both 
claim(s) and counterclaims in 
a discipline-appropriate form 
that anticipates the 
audience’s knowledge level, 
concerns, values, and 
possible biases.  
 

 Use words, phrases, and 
clauses as well as varied 
syntax to link the major 
sections of the text, create 
cohesion, and clarify the 
relationships between 
claim(s) and reasons, 
between reasons and 
evidence, and between 
claim(s) and counterclaims.  
 

 Establish and maintain a 
formal style and objective 
tone while attending to the 
norms and conventions of 
the discipline in which they 
are writing.  
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 Provide a concluding 
statement or section that 
follows from or supports the 
argument presented 

 

10 R  

 Evaluate authors’ differing 
points of view on the same 
historical event or issue by 
assessing the authors’ 
claims, reasoning, and 
evidence. 

 

 Integrate and evaluate 
multiple sources of 
information presented in 
diverse formats and media 
(e.g., visually, quantitatively, 
as well as in words) in order 
to address a question or 
solve a problem. 

 

 Integrate information from 

diverse sources, both 

primary and secondary, into 

a coherent understanding of 

an idea or event, noting 

discrepancies among 

sources. 

 

The standard requires the use of writing that is 

appropriate to a specific task, purpose, and audience. 

a. The standard requires the use of writing that is 

appropriate to a specific practical task and its audience. 
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10 W  

 Cite specific textual evidence 
to support analysis of 
primary and secondary 
sources, connecting insights 
gained from specific details 
to an understanding of the 
text as a whole. 

 

 Determine the central ideas 
or information of a primary 
or secondary source; provide 
an accurate summary that 
makes clear the relationships 
among the key details and 
ideas. 

 

 Determine the meaning of 
words and phrases as they 
are used in a text, including 
analyzing how an author 
uses and refines the 
meaning of a key term over 
the course of a text (e.g., 
how Madison defines faction 
in Federalist No. 10). 

 

This standard addresses students developing and 

strengthening their writing through the writing process 

with a focus on purpose and audience 

 

   

 Write arguments focused on 
discipline-specific content 

 

 Introduce precise, 
knowledgeable claim(s), 
establish the significance of 
the claim(s), 

 

 distinguish the claim(s) from 
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alternate or opposing claims, 
and create an organization 
that logically sequences the 
claim(s), counterclaims, 
reasons, and evidence. 

 

 Develop claim(s) and 
counterclaims fairly and 
thoroughly, supplying the 
most relevant data and 
evidence for each while 
pointing out the strengths 
and limitations of both 
claim(s) and counterclaims in 
a discipline-appropriate form 
that anticipates the 
audience’s knowledge level, 
concerns, values, and 
possible biases.  

 

 


